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Galilean-types synagogues (such as the synagogue
at Capernaum) have traditionally been dated
to the second-third centuries based on stylistic
considerations.

Professor Magness questions the validity of the
traditional chronology, on the grounds that the
pottery and coins associated with the construction of
these buildings date to the fifth and sixth centuries.
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Stylistic
considerations

vs. pottery and
coins

Jodi Magness
University of North Carolina
magness@email.unc.edu
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Digging Deep in the Galilee: The Kinneret
Regional Project Excavations in the
Synagogue of Horvat Kur 2008-2013
Prof. Jirgen K. Zangenberg Leiden University,
Netherlands
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A unique stone seat (not cozy
but conspicuous), a mysterious
decorated basalt table, cistern
sediment full of complete pottery,
delicious "potatoes” and juicy
"mangoes”, a lion without teeth
and an annoyed, lonely mouse
— only some of the spectacular
encounters during the 2012
and 2013 Kinneret Regional
Project excavation season in the
Byzantine-period synagogue on
Horvat Kur, Galilee.

More and more, Horvat Kur proves
to be a true treasure trove for
investigations into rural life during
one of the most formative periods
of Jewish culture.

The lecture offers an introduction
to the ongoing project and will
feature a couple of highlights from
the 2012-2013 campaign.

Photo: Skyview Ltd.

Digging Deep

in the Galilee:
The Kinneret
Regional Project

Excavations in
the Synagogue
of Horvat Kur
2008-2013

Jurgen K. Zangenberg
Leiden University
The Netherlands

J.K.Zangenberg@religion.leidenuniv.nl

Fragment of the Mosaic,
synagogue floor

Photo: Jim Haberman

Since 2011, excavations at Hugoq have brought to light
parts of the ancient village, the modern (1948) village
of Yakuk, and a monumental synagogue building dating
to the Late Roman-Byzantine period.

In this lecture, Professor Magness presents an overview
of these discoveries, including a stunning mosaic floor
in the synagogue.

The 2011-2013
Excavations

at Huqoq

Jodi Magness
University of North Carolina
magness@email.unc.edu
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